3 The first few years of fellowship testing in Canada were tough. In the first year, no one passed, and from 1932 to 1944, the pass rate was 50%. At the time, obtaining fellowship status meant you had practised in Canada for at least 3 years. It was intended to identify specialists with academic distinction. It was similar to the current program for general internists, rather than broken into subspecialties. In 1947, training requirements were altered to include a rotating internship, 2 years in an academic centre and 2 years of additional training that included a combination of clinical duties and basic science education.
2 Emergency medicine produced its first specialists in Canada in 1983 with its first Royal College written examination. It was preceded 1 year earlier by the first examination offered by the Canadian College of Family Physicians to its 1-year emergency medicine diplomates. With unresolved fear driving me, I fill up my Starbucks card to prepare for an 8-month stretch in the library. I'm sure when they ask me how to manage the 50-year-old, HIV-positive, pregnant transplant patient who crashed her scooter into a tanker truck transporting wild pufferfish after being bitten by a brown recluse spider, I'll be able to answer. After all, they tell me I'll be fine. 
